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Abstract

“Mr. Inquisitive” was the title given by anthropologist Ivor H.N. Evans (1886-1957) to his auto-
biography before  he  changed  it  to  the  more  straightforward title,  “The  Years  Behind  Me”.
Housed in the University of Cambridge’s Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology archives,
the manuscript has never been published. Now, in conjunction with NIAS Press, an annotated
version of the memoir relating to his travels in Malaya and Borneo is planned for future publica-
tion along with illustrations and maps where available.  Evans has left  an indelible mark on
scholarship relating to Malaya and Borneo with his anthropological works on both areas and his
involvement with the Federated Malay States Museums and journal. This talk will discuss selec-
ted chapters of his autobiography, what insights it brings to the workings of British Malaya and
Borneo, and the complications of using biography to elucidate history.

Dr Sandra Khor Manickam is a historian of colonial Malaya, with an emphasis on the history
of ideas of race and colonial anthropology of indigenous peoples, and the history of the Japanese
occupation of Southeast Asia. She is currently Assistant Professor of Southeast Asian History at
Nanyang Technological University, Singapore and has held positions as Junior Professor in the
Department of Southeast Asian Studies, Goethe University of Frankfurt am Main, Germany and
Visiting  Fellow  in  the  Department  of  History,  National  University  of  Singapore.  Her
book, Taming the Wild: Aborigines and Racial Knowledge in Colonial Malaya (NUS Press) was
published in 2015. She may be contacted at skmanickam@hotmail.com
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